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Urban Nature  
Atlas 
Captures 1000 nature based 
solutions being developed in 100 
cities across Europe. 

Fully searchable online with a 
database version available for 
analysis.

New Features – expanding to 
include international examples & 
you can add your city to this 
globally recognised platform.

www.una.city



Urban Nature for 
Sustainability

There is a clear opportunity 
gap to work with cities to 
leverage the multiple 
benefits of nature towards 
environmental goals, and 
for cities to demonstrate 
how multiple benefits can 
be realised for sustainability 
goals. 





Urban Nature Navigator Gold
NBS potential in three EU cities

About 10 % of the urban surface can be converted to 
green NBS, but half of this is green roofs!

Using available space heat mitigation is best enhanced 
by increasing canopy cover in parks and along streets.

Given the space available, run off reduction is best 
enhanced by converting roofs to green roofs.

Although carbon storage can be improved, the amounts 
are small compared to what other types of land use 
changes outside urban areas can provide.

https://naturvation-navigator.com/ & 
https://naturvation.eu/assessment/cities



Urban Nature 
Explorer

www.urbannatureexplorer.com 



Challenge

Nature-based 
solutions
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Implementati
on period

Available 
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Stakeholder 
satisfaction
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target

Economic 
value



Business Models 
for Urban 
Nature-Based 
Solutions
Downloadable at

www.naturvation.eu/businessmodels

ØUpfront investments into urban nature-
based solutions are made to lower future 
costs from extreme weather events

ØNBS are valued by citizens and businesses 
who are willing to protect and support 
nature in their neighborhood based on the 
direct value and sense of identity and 
meaning that they derive from it

ØIntegrating NBS into urban real estate 
development, with costs embedded as part 
of larger ‘sustainable urban living’ business 
case

ØThe therapeutic, health and wellbeing value 
of urban nature-based solutions is 
recognized and used as a driver to finance 
urban nature-based solutions

http://www.naturvation.eu/businessmodels


Single Business 
Models will not 
be sufficient to 
generate 
investment –
they need to be 
‘stacked up’

Energy efficiency from 
green roofs and walls;  
longevity of roof

Risk reduction of 
extreme heat events

More healthy learning 
environment (air quality, 
green playground, temp)

Direct cash flows More cost effective 
public spending Market demand

Indicators:
• Energy bill
• Roof maintenance

Indicators:
• Lower indoor 

temperatures
• Longer school days
• Better learning 

outcomes

Indicators:
• Improved health of 

students
• Air quality
• Less overweight?

For school For public bodies From families



Urban Nature,
Social Justice?

Nature-based solutions involve 
trade-offs as well as synergies. 
Such interventions may not 
deliver other important goals 
for cities and their communities 
unless this is explicitly built in 
from the start.

� Nature-based solutions can
generate multiple sustainability 
benefits but this does not 
always mean that they will. 

� A focus on e.g. climate benefits 
may lead to other issues – such 
as biodiversity – being 
neglected. 

� Nature-based solutions can 
also be designed and 
implemented in ways that 
exacerbate inequalities.

� Ensuring that nature-based 
solutions benefit those who 
need them most is critical for 
socially just urban futures.  



Growing 
Strong Urban 
Nature Based 
Solutions

Alongside new tools and knowledge 
for developing and implementing 
nature-based solutions, it is crucial 
to develop principles & guidance 
that address issues of justice and 
equality as NBS come to be 
mainstreamed. 



THANK YOU! 

@naturvation
#naturvation

www.naturvation.eu


